
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Prospect Presbyterian Church 

9425 West NC 152 Highway 

Mooresville, North Carolina 28115 

www.prospectchurchnc.com 

(704) 664-1514 

Organized 1824 

PROSPECT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

9425 W. NC Hwy 152 

Mooresville, NC  28115 

Telephone: (704) 664-1514 

Fax:     (704) 664-9612 

Rev. Gipe:  1-276-275-1942 

Email:  office@prospectpres.org 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 

8:00 am to 1:30 pm – 2:30 pm to 5:00 pm 

Office Closed on Fridays 

Website:  www.prospectchurchnc.com 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor – Rev. William Gipe  

Office Administrator – Cheryl Chandler 

Music Director – Kelly Hutchinson 

Organist – Pat McCall 

Faith Community Nurse – Kelly Wilson, RN 

Telephone: (980) 521-6028 

Email:  Kelly.Wilson@advocatehealth.org 

Sunday School Superintendent – Joy Miller 

THE SESSION 

Class of 2025   Class of 2026   Class of 2027 

Dale Burgess   Mike Anderson   Connie Brown 

Bill Hart   Kevin Donaldson  Karen Cornett 

Joy Miller   John Edmiston   Mark Reid 

Johnny Wilkinson  Carla Kennedy   Erskine Smith 

Lee Williams   Mike Stacy   Roger Stapleton 

Clerk of Session:  Kevin Donaldson  

Treasurer:  Bill Hart  Asst. Treasurer:  Van Knox 

SESSION COMMITTEES  

Administration and Personnel –Bill Hart, & Erskine Smith* 

Building and Grounds– Mike Anderson, Mike Stacy*& Johnny Wilkinson 

Cemetery – Roger Stapleton* 

Christian Education, Fellowship& Outreach –Dale Burgess* 

Mission –Carla Kennedy* - Connie Brown 

Nurture and Care – Joy Miller*& Lee Williams 

Stewardship & Finance –Bill Hart*&Carla Kennedy  

Worship and Music –John Edmiston & Karen Cornett*  (* Chair of Committee) 

 
TRUSTEES 

            Bill Hart                       (2025) 

            Mike Stacy                   (2026) 

            Connie Brown              (2027) 

 

USHERS 

Chairperson – Tommy McLelland 

January, May, September – Brian Jackson 

February, June, October – Nick Cornett 

March, July, November – Dale Burgess 

April, August, December – Jenny Dowdy 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

Co-Moderators – Connie Brown & Lee Williams 

Secretary – Melody Morrison 

Treasurer – Becky Hart 

Historians –Pam Tulbert  

Bereavement Team – Cheryl Chandler 

CIRCLE CHAIRPERSONS 

ACTS/Lettie Beatty Circle –Melody Morrison 

Serendipity Circle – Joy Miller 

 

http://www.prospectchurchnc.com/
mailto:office@prospectpres.org
http://www.prospect/
mailto:Kelly.Wilson@advocatehealth.org


THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
First Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 

November 30, 2025                                           10:30 am 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
We would like to welcome everyone to worship this morning.  If you notice a new face, 

please take a moment greet them & welcome them to Prospect Presbyterian Church. 

PRELUDE                             Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming           arr.  Carolyn Hamlin 
        
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE:  The Candle of Hope   Amy, Kaleb, &  

                                                                                             Kensley Ford & Eddie Karriker 

RESPONSIVE LITANY        

Leader:  Our Advent journey begins today with the lighting of the first candle, the candle 

of Hope.  Like the flame of a candle, may hope be ignited in our hearts, reminding us that 

brighter days are ahead. 
 
For those of us facing difficult challenges 

 Ignite our hearts with hope. 

For the end of wars wreaking havoc and pain in our world 

 Ignite our hearts with hope. 

For safety for those fleeing the tyranny of oppression 

 Ignite our hearts with hope. 

For the light of forgiveness to shine in our hearts 

 Ignite our hearts with hope. 
 
Gracious Creator, in moments of uncertainty, we turn to you with hearts heavy but hopeful.  

Grant us the strength to navigate challenges, the wisdom to see possibilities, ad the courage 

to embrace the journey ahead. May hope be our guiding light, leading us to a future filled 

with grace, love, and possibilities beyond our imagining.  Amen. 
 
ADVENT’S HOLY LIGHT CONGREGATIONAL PART         Joel Raney 

Lord, we are waiting for peace to reign. 

Lord, we are listening for love’s refrain. 

For hope, peace, and joy and love  

to unite in the beauty ad wonder  

of Advent’s holy light. 
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

*HYMN                “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                           No. 123 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 
 
ANTHEM                                   “Wonderful, Merciful Savior”             

            Amy Ford & Eddie Karriker, Soloists 
 
RECOGNITION OF NEW MEMBER 
  
PENNIES FOR HUNGER OFFERING W/CHILDREN 
 
OFFERING OF OUR TITHES 

(Children 4th grade & younger may meet in the vestibule to attend children's church) 

OFFERTORY                    Lo! How a Rise E’re Blooming       arr.  Bob Krogstad 

*THE DOXOLOGY                                                                                     No. 592 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                           Luke 4:  16 – 30 
 
SERMON                                                                                                Rev. Will Gipe 
 
*PROFESSION OF FAITH                 The Apostles’ Creed 
 
*HYMN               “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                     No. 124 
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE     Gloria Patria 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  
 

*POSTLUDE                                    “People, Look East”            arr. Jerry Westenkuehler 

*Please rise in body or in spirit        CCLI#2659202        +Latecomers may be seated. 

Please place all cell phones on silent. Thank you. 

We have listening assist devices available for those who would like to utilize them.  

You may see an usher to locate one. 
 

WE GREET YOU IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST AND WELCOME all who worship here 

today.  We trust that our service of worship will enable you to sense the presence of God & the 

fellowship of God’s people.  A nursery is available for our youngest friends in the educational 

building.  We would love to have you become part of our church family. Please speak to any of the 

elders at the doors as you exit to receive more information about our congregation.  We invite you 

to worship with us again soon. 

Today, we welcome Staranne LaBonte by Letter of Transfer from Bethel Presbyterian 

Church, as a new member of Prospect Presbyterian Church.  Please everyone, join and 

welcome our new member to our Prospect family. 

   



Health News:   

• The Nurture & Care Team will be delivering Christmas Bags again this year to 

our home bound members.  Donations to fill the bags are greatly appreciated. 

Suggestions of items include candy, pudding, snack crackers, sugar-free items, 

word search and crossword books, pens or pencils, coloring books, note pads, 

gloves, socks, etc. We plan to fill 30 bags. Thank you for helping us share lots of 

Christmas love! Items can be placed in the nurse's office on or before December 1. 

• Christmas Bags for the shut-ins will be packaged and ready for delivery on 

December 3rd.  Join us at 9:30 am in the FLC if you would like to package bags 

with us.  We need items for the bags and people o help deliver the bags!  

• NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?  Contact any Nurture & Care Team Member or 

Joy Miller at 919-698-7946. 

•  Exercise Class continues to meet every Monday & Thursday a 11:00 am, in the 

family life center.  We need more members!  ALL are invited!  If you attend Bible 

study on Thursday mornings, please consider staying for exercise class.  YOU 

WILL HAVE FUN!  

• A DROP-IN date for having your Advance Directives notarized is scheduled for 

Wednesday, December 10th from 9 to 12 in the Commons Area.  Advance 

Directives packets are in the Narthex.  They should be completed before dropping 

in to be notarized.  If anyone has questions about completion of the forms, please 

contact Kelly Wilson or the church office.  

2nd SUNDAY IN ADVENT, DECEMBER 7th:  The Second Advent candle will be lit 

by Gwynn & Jennings Ford, during the morning worship service. The children will also be 

singing during the morning worship service.  

3rd SUNDAY IN ADVENT, DECEMBER 14th:  The Christmas Breakfast prepared by 

the Men of the Church will be at 8:00 am in the FLC.  The Third Advent candle will be 

lit by Dale & Lara Readling, during the morning worship service.  Also, from 5:00 to 7:00 

pm the congregation will have a party with a special visitor for the children in the Family 

Life Center. 

4th SUNDAY IN ADVENT, Sunday, DECEMBER 21st:  The Fourth Advent candle 

will be lit by Kelly Hutchinson & family, during the morning worship service.  

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE, December 24:  At 9:00 pm, we will 

hold our traditional Candlelight and Communion Service.  The Advent candles will be lit 

by Emily, Paul, Alyson, & William Moore.  Bring your family and friends to this glorious 

night of worship and welcome Christ again into your hearts.    

PLEDGE CARDS:  Please turn in your pledge card as soon as possible.  If you did not 

receive one, there are extra pledge cards available in the Narthex and or the church office. 

Today is the First Sunday in Advent; the First Advent candle will be lit by Amy, Kaleb, 

and Kensley Ford, and Eddie Karriker, during the morning worship service.   

Women of the church are invited to the Annual Secret Sister Reveal Christmas Party, 

Friday, December 5th at 6:00 pm in the family life center.  Dinner will be provided.  Hosted 

by:  Judie Sellers & Becky Jo Catanese.  Please RSVP to 704-605-1818 by Monday, 

December 1st.  Ladies this is our big reveal!  Please bring an ornament for a fun exchange! 
 
The Holiday Season is upon us and the Outreach Committee would like invite our 

Prospect Family (children of all ages 0-99) to our annual Christmas Party. Please join us 

and share in the magic of the season.  Prospect Christmas Party theme is “Santas 

Workshop” on Sunday, December 14, 2025, 5pm-7pm, in the Family Life Center.  

*Surprise Guest to arrive at 6:30 pm. **Bring your favorite Christmas snack/dessert to 

share.  
 
During the advent season, we will display poinsettias in the sanctuary on Sunday, 

December 21st.  Poinsettias will be available for purchase for $10 each.  We will ONLY 

order what is paid for in advance.  Orders and payment must be received in the church 

office by Thursday, December 18th.  You may reserve your poinsettia in memory or in 

honor of someone special in your life by signing the chart in the commons area. Please 

make your check to Prospect Presbyterian Church and indicate it is for the poinsettias. A 

list of those remembered will be in the bulletin on Sunday, December 21st.  

Christians Sharing Warmth month:  Rather than our traditional Mitten Tree in January, 

we are making November a CHRISTIANS SHARING WARMTH month. We are asking 

for new mittens/gloves, scarves, hats, thermal underwear, and good, warm coats for all ages 

(both kids and adults). Donations will be divided between local agencies, such as 

Mooresville Christian Mission, and Hurricane Helene victims in Western NC. Please have 

all donations to the church no later than Sunday, December 28th.  We are extending the 

donation period through December. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For Prayer: 

Missionary: 

Justin & Kristen Raymer (African Island Mission in Washington DC)  

Rob & Sandy Shaffer (Czech Republic) 
 
Local Church: 

Southside Baptist Church 
 
Nursing Homes, Rehab & Retirement Facilities: 

Betty Alexander (Trinity Oaks, Salisbury) 

Mac Atwell (Trinity Oaks-Salisbury) 

Helen Barber (Trinity Oaks-Salisbury) 

Ann Collier (Summit Place, Mooresville) 

May Dauer (Best of Care Kannapolis) 

Frances Ann Neel (The Pines, Davidson) 
 
Please Remember: 

Hal Stutts    Mary Beth Edmiston 

Ella Mae Stewart    Sharron Clanton 

Don & Judy Truedson   Larry Stutts 

Jackie McKnight    Bob & Jan Spear 

Lynda Fries    Dianne Davis 

Pat McCall    Dixie Forbes-Gorby 

Chuck Smith    Ann Jackson & Family    

Beverly Bartlett       

  
Friends & Family of the Congregation: 

Cindy Bean (Cancer, friend of Debi Wilkinson) 

Heather Dobbins (Cancer, friend of Edie Steele) 

Wrenley McDowell (infant granddaughter of friends of Dave & Cristal Howie) 

Terry Pardew (battling cancer, friend of many in the congregation) 

Kristen Guerrero (Breast Cancer & Brain Lesions friend of Nyra Moore) 

Delane Davis (battle cancer, cousin of Chuck Miller) 

Trent & Gina Smith (Cancer, friend of the Moore Family) 

Presley Seagroves (2 yr old granddaughter of Linda Brooks – Type 1 Diabetic) 

Sandi Smith (Sister of Cristal Howie) 

Jerry Abel (Leukemia, brother of Mary Beth Edmiston) 

Jimmy Howard (Thyroid Cancer, friend of the congregation) 

Candall Hilton (Cancer, daughter-in-law of Phyllis Hilton) 

Todd Harkey (Heart & Lungs, friend of Jodie & Randy Oliphant) 

Deborah Stenstram (Cancer, friend of John Edmiston) 

Jan Milos (Kidney Cancer, friend of Cristal Howie) 

Beth Segui’ (Parkinson’s, daughter of Betty Alexander) 

Janet Baker (Cancer, friend of John Edmiston) 

Rachel Shinn Stone (Breast Cancer, cousin of Frances Ann Neel) 

Kaye Bridges (Cancer Friend and neighbor of Connie Brown) 

Myra Kelly (Lung Cancer (Mother of Kiki Reid& Sister-in-Law of Jenny Dowdy) 

Mike Stephens (problems w/foot, brother of Terry Stevens) 

 

 

 

Elder on Call:  Joy Miller (919) 698-7946 Opening & Closing Church:  Mike Stacy     

Children’s Church:  Melody Morrison  Sound System: TBD 

Ushers/Offering:  Dale Burgess, Head Usher, Seth Burgess, Mike Stacy,  

                               Randy Oliphant, Chuck Miller 
 
1st Sunday in Advent, November 30, 2025 

9:30 am – Sunday School 

10:30 am – Worship / Pennies for Hunger Offering 

                    Lighting of the 1st Advent Candle 
 
Monday, December 1, 2025 

11:00 am – Exercise Class 
 
Tuesday, December 2, 2025 

6:00 pm – Choir Practice 
 
Wednesday, December 3, 2025 

9:00 am – Fill Shut-In Bags 

11:30 am – ACTS/Lettie Beaty Circle Out to Eat 

6:30 pm – Dinner & Bible Study 
 
Thursday, December 4, 2025 

10:00 am – Bible Study 

11:00 am – Exercise Class 
 
Friday, December 5, 2025 

6:00 pm – Secret Sister Reveal Christmas Party – FLC 
 
Saturday, December 6, 2025 

Phyllis Hilton – Family Life Center All Day  
 
2nd Sunday in Advent, December 7, 2025 

9:30 am – Sunday School 

10:30 am – Worship / Communion 

                    Lighting of the 1st Advent Candle 
 
Sunday, November 23, 2025 

Attendance:    Sunday School:      52  

                                   Worship:           142  

Offering:        

  General Fund:         $3,532 

           Development Fund:            $150 

                              

Want an easier way 

to give or donate to the 

church?  Just scan our 

QR Code! On the 

“To” line Select 

where or what you 

would like to give to 

and or you may select 

OTHER and put in the 

memo section what 

you would like to give 

to.  Thank you.  

 


